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Mr. William F. Caton, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washington, D.C 20554

Re: Network-Affiliate Rules, MM Docket 95-92

Dear Mr. Caton:

The CBS Television Network Affiliates Association
hereby provides copies of the attached letters that have been
sent by certain members of the Association to Chairman Hundt
and the Commissioners. Although only one copy of each letter
is provided with this letter, copies that were provided to
each office are identical in all aspects other than the
address and salutation.

Please direct any inquiries concerning this matter
to the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

Kurt A. Wimmer

Attorney for the CBS
Television Network
Affiliates Association
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M, I have told you in paat conversations, I st:roog1y believe you nood to rain the netWorlt
aftUiate IUles. Let me give you some background:

On behalfof the affiliates, and tbe communitim setVed. I _len you to ensure the "rigbt~

to-reject" rule mnains as stated

If these rules are modified or eliminated, it will devIs1Ite.. aftUIMes· abiJlty to liIelVe
their local C01lIIIlU11ities by airina various teletboDl~ locIl...CIYtIIMa, local public aftaiD
and news progt'lml.p~ that better Servel 111*ccaamity * and to reject
ptOJI'IJlUning they believe is contrary to the public Inten!It
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MllY 23, 1996

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
COIIIIIlinioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Streee, N.W. - Room 832
Washington, DC 20054

Dear RachcUe:

As you CODBider cbangina these network-aftiliate ru1eI OIl JUDD 12.1.you wUl
JCIDIIDber, panicu1arly, the Children's Mincle Netwodc Te1atbDD ailedby aftlliatoIlUW8S
America on June 1 and 2 and the traDeIIdouJ sc:rvic:eprovidld to tbe local comaamities.
The reasoning is simple - without the right to preeD1)t for local PJ'OIl'IIIIIIIi cbal would
be deemed an "economic precmption." television sWionl would not be able to give tree
air time to cbarltable organi%ations,

As you know. thele rules were ~tablisbed to eDIIUl'e dat 11aIlaII bave1bo opportunity to
offer diVCZ5C programmiDa in the spirit of'"loca''''''' wbIII ...._ tlDDDQIDicalIy
viable. In fact, they are the only prott.ctiOD localsllltk8 bIft to nIIiD dU riabt in
pJ'08l'iUlllllin not addressed in the oet:worbIstationI' coanca. 1be propoal to fOIain the
"ri.cht-to-reject'· tule • but to permit the l'ICltwO!b to ItGp ...... ftaIa matiDi so-called
"economic p~tions"(preemptions ttm cannot be cJIIIifJed. "public inU!rest"
programmina) • would. in essence. equate to hIDdbt.& 0\'11'eM....., pIUInIDIDing
rights to the netWotb. This new scheme would be vf6:'/ burdIaIcJIDD lbt the statioas -
and, subsequently, for the FCC and the courtS - sua 1bCI DCCWOIb would be biablY
motivated to dispute aU preemptions in their efforts to tbrce 1be aftUiIl. to carry the entire
network sc:he&1le.

E:~
Cbairmm - CBS AftWltes Advisory Board
President - Gray Communications Systems. Inc.
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GREETINGS FROM: BILL SULLIVAN

May 21, 1996

TO: Kurt Wimmer 5/21/96 iii 15:19:06

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
federal Communic,it ns Commissi"fl
Washinqtc,n, DC

Dear Chairman Hundt,

/1],\, ;;'}\,XCIMILE & MAIL

I have just Learned that the CommLcsion may soon discuss
modifyinq or even eliminating the rules that govern the
relationship between a national network and its affiliated
stations. It must be stressed that many of the rules are in
place, fir::: L, LH:?Cau::;e Lhey are [l()L addlt:cc::::;ed ill cOflLracLs beLweeil
the networks and stations; and, second, because they are the onl'/
protection local stations have to retair the right to program in
the best interests f their local ·ommurities.

This is especially true of ~he culE: that allows stations thi?
right to reject network programminq. While the networks know tha
it would be anathema to suggest'~hat ::1:"tions should be prevented
from preempting for important news political debates, some
also sugqest tha r we should not be aD., E? to preempt for "econc,mi ,-.,"
reasons. If theriqht to reject eule were to be modified tc
prevent economic preemptions it wo j,j be tantamount to just
handi nq:,ver our proqramming riqht.c ',,1 f he netvlOrks. Dur inq my
many years working for affiliated .ctati ns the networks have
repeatedly tried to 1) force proqramm nc; on stations or 2) take
from local stations what traditiona y is "local" time, time tha_
stations use to remain economica 11 \, ,I at Ie. The federal rules an;
the only means some stations, espe~'la_:\ small market stations,
have to fight back. In years past .ema market affiliates ~~uld

count on our big brothers in the large ITarkets to lead the
charge, but now, with many more 310e rkets being owned 01' the
networks, we ne':in':::Jer have t:ia1 It

In summary, the right by Feder,,1 Ie f a local stati':m te,
reject network programming lS a iOflt 1 i ven to guarantee that
local stations cont i nue to be au tOflcmou:, c,ffer diverse
proqramminq in the local interest, ;H:d remain economically
viable. On behal ff this statl :dl~ 1: a member of the CBS
Affiliate Board r plead with ICj cHII: !' r 'c!lleagues to ['etain
this rule.

Sincerely,


